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Essays on Czech Music and 
Aesthetics 

JAN VICAR was born May 5th, 1949 in 
Olomouc, the Czech Republic. my Contest 
of Artistic Talents in 1973.  In 1973 he 
began teaching at the Department of Musi-
cology and Music Education at Palacky 
University, Olomouc. In 1980 he started to 
teach classes at the Department of Music 
Theory and History of the Academy of 
Music and Performing Arts in Prague. This 
intensified his research and pedagogical 
orientation (Ph dr. in 1974, CSc. in 1985, 
associate professor of Academy of Music 
and Performing Arts in 1988, associate 
professor of Palacky University in 1995, 
professor of the theory and history of mu-
sic in 1998). Dr. Vicar has been key in the 
re-establishment of the musicology pro-
gram (canceled in 1980) at Palacky Uni-
versity since 1990. His publications include 
the following books: The Accordion and its 
Musical Use (Praha 1981), Vaclav Trojan 
(Praha 1989), Music Criticism and Popu-
larization of Music (Praha 1997), Musical 
Aesthetics (Praha 1998, co-author R. 
Dykast); and dozens of scientific studies 
and hundreds of further articles and re-
views.  Because of his use of popular idi-
oms as well as elements of neoclassical 
and ethnic music, Vicar's work can be 
classified within the broad framework of 
today's musical post modernism.  



 Jan Vičar’s Imprints:  Essays 

on Czech Music and Aesthetics pro-

vides one of the most significant 

scholarly English language texts on 

Czech Music.  The ten essays in 

the book  discuss the music of 

Leoš Janáček, the work of 

contemporary Czech composers, 

Czech music in the United States, 

Czech music during World War II, 

the role of European Classical 

music on today’s world, music 

aesthetics and criticism, the theory 

of art, as well as an interview with 

George Crumb. 

 Vicar includes a clear and 

conscise discussion of Janáček’s 

use of speech melodies and motifs 

as a generative process in his 

music that includes discussions of 

the research on Janáček’s music by 

noted Czech musicologists Jaroslav 

Volek and Antonin Sychra.  Vicar 

also provides ample discussion of 

Janáček’s use of folk music, modes 

(both traditional and synthetic) as 

well as his harmonic generative 

processess. 
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 In subsequent essays, Vicar 

discusses musical aesthetics from nu-

merous viewpoints covering subject, 

methods and the significance of aesthet-

ics and criticism and their relationship 

to other fields.  In the essay entitled, 

“Contemplations on Zdeněk  Fibich’s 

Poem”, Vicar explores aesthetics 

through a question and answer format 

relating directly to the aforementioned 

work.  For both the student and 

scholar, these essays provide a 

fascinating glimpse into the world of 

Czech musical life and thought. 


